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ROUND-STERNED SHIPS. t I I 

stern, and commonly but one mast." The rig is at variance 
with most of the pictures (Figs. 6, 8, g), but Blanckley may 
have been describing a small English variety, or, on the other 
hand, he may not have counted the mizzen-mast bearing only a 
drift-sail. Lescallier (1771) gives an illustration in the main 
like Fig. g, but showing no topgallant mast and no jibboom. 
He also hints at a square mizzen topsail, and the mizzen is 
seemingly set on a gaff; but as he has evidently paid little heed 
to the type, his details probably cannot be implicitly trusted. 

It will be seen that this article answers Query 52, published 
in the MARINER's MIRROR for March. The doggers there re
ferred to seem to have proved of little use to the Royal Navy, 
for they were all got rid of within a very few years. Probably 
they reverted to their proper occupation of fishing. Doggers, 
however, are occasionally mentioned as having been employed 
i1n privateering at the end of the 17th and beginning of the 18th 
centuries. 

GAFF-TOPSAILS. 
BY S. GooowiN. 

ONE is constantly hearing disputes as to wh<n name should 
rightly be applied to the different sorts of gaff-topsails, but 
it seems to be a rare event for any decision to be come to in 
the matter. The difficulty here, as in so many matters of 
nautical interest, probably is that the names have never been 
standardised, or even that there are not enough names to go 
round among the many forms of this sail which have at one 
time or another been used. What follows is based partly on 
personal experience and obse!'vation, partly on information 
acquired from pictures and books, and partly on what I have 
been able to learn from sailor men, old and young, of all de
scriptions, and from many ports. 

Definition.- A gaff-topsail is a fore and aft sail set above a 
gaff and having its sheet led to the gaff. 

This definition will seem unnecessary to most readers, who 
may probably think that there could be no doubt about so 
simple a matter. It will be seen, however, that it excludes 
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112 GAFF-TOPSAILS. 

one or two sorts of fore and aft topsails which are sometimes 
loosely spoken of as gaff-topsails, but have no right to the 
name. Chief among these are the topsails of Thames spritsail 
barges, and topsails set by luggers. 

The gaff dates back to about the end of the 16th century, 
but no fore and aft topsail seems to have been set above it till 
towards the end of the 18th century. In the 16th century, 
however, various attempts seem to have been made by big 
ships to devise a mizzen topsail, that is to say, a fore and aft 
topsail set above the lateen mizzen. The attempts appear to 
have met with very poor success, and soon after 1600 the square 
mizzen topsail came into fashion for ships. Long before this 
it had been adopted for spritsail rigged craft; and when the gaff 
came in for hoys and yachts they too used the square topsail. 

Fore and aft rigged vessels of all types (save only the 
lugger, which is probably no older than the gaff-topsail) used 
square topsails till about 18oo. In 1775, or soon after, the gaff
topsail began to come in as a save-all, seemingly in big ships 
first; but it was not till after 18oo that any kind of craft got rid 
of the square topsail and trusted to a gaff-topsail alone. Prob
ably the formation of the R.Y .S. and the experiments of its 
members had a good deal to do with this development; but 
that point is interesting and obscure enough to form a fit 
subject for a separate enquiry. 

The square topsail died hard. It was common till the 
thirties of last century, and traces of it still survive. I myself 
remember seeing, in 18g8, a schooner set a square main topsail 
flying; and to this day it is not uncommon to see a coasting 
ketch with a square main topsail, even if it be only a middle 
topsail. 

I do not wish to attempt a history of gaff-topsails, but 
propose merely to give a series of rough drawings of the differ
ent types which are in use, or have been used, adding a note 
as to the name of each. Other fore and aft topsails are also 
illustrated, as being closely akin to the gaff-topsail. 

The simplest, and oldest, form is ( 1) the jib-headed topsail 
(Fig. 1). This is set without a topsail yard, and its luff is 
kept to the mast by hoops, by a lacing, or by one or two jack
stays. It is most commonly set on a topmast, but occasionally 
on a long-headed pole mast (Fig 2). In a few cases what is 
essentially the same thing is set on the stump head of a lower 
mast. The fine Dutch pilot schooners which ply down to Dun
geness have stump foremasts, but occasionally set fore-topsails 
of this kind; and in the April number of the Yachting Monthly 
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GAFF-TOPSAILS. 113 

is a drawing of a Japanese schooner with two such topsails 
set (Fig. 3). 

Sometimes the term thimble-headed, which explains itself, 
is used instead of jib-headed. There is nothing to prevent a 
jib-headed topsail being set with a jack yard (Fig. 4), but I do 
not remember to have seen this done. 

When a gaff-topsail has its head, or part or the whole of 
its luff, laced to a yard, the yard is called generically the top
sail yard; or, if it be necessary to distinguish it from the yard 
of a square topsail (as in a schooner), then it is the gaff-topsail 
yard. There are many forms of topsails set with a yard; they 
may be set on a topmast (Fig. S); or on a pole mast (Fig. 6); 
they may have luff and head in one and the yard vertical (Fig. 
the topsail or gaff-topsail yard. I have heard the yard in Fig. 
6), or have the yard somewhat square (Fig. 5), making a dis
tinct head to the sail. There may be or may not be a jack
yard in addition. But in all cases the yard is properly called 
6 called a jackyard, a term which might no doubt be etymologi
cally justified; but everyone I have consulted about this spurns 
the notion, chiefly on the ground that the term jackyard has 
another meaning which is in general use, and that to apply 
it to the yard in Fig. 6 would breed confusion. This is true. 

The Jackyard is a small spar laced to the after-part of the 
foot of a gaff-topsail, thus allowing the clue of the topsail to 
be extended beyond the peak of the gaff (Figs. 4 and 7 .) Of 
course, a jackyard topsail can be set as easily on a pole mast :ts 
on a topmast. In America the jackyard is termed the club. 
Occasionally in England, especially on the East Coast, one 
hears the jackyard called the ] enny yard, but the term seems 
neither necessary nor desirable. 

Balloon topsails (Fig. 8) have gone out of fashion. They 
were racing topsaJils which would not stand well on a wind, and 
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GAFF-TOPSAILS, 

went out when the jackyard was introduced. 1 do not know 
whence the jackyard was borrowed, but it was occasionally used 
by clipper-ships in the middle of last century to spread the foot 
of their lower studding sails. I think these terms include all 
the kinds of gaff-topsails commonly set in fore and afters; but 
a few alternative names applied to them deserve mention. Thus, 
a racing yacht commonly has more than one jackyard top
sail, and naturally distinguishes the sails, and the spars they are 
set with, by numbers; but this does not alter the names em
ployed. Other terms which sometimes prove confusing are 
working topsail and big topsail, 

A working topsail is a sail which can be carried on a wind 
in a fresh breeze. Thus, one yacht's working topsail may 
be a jib-header; another's may have a yard (Figs. 5 and 6). 
Logically a No. 2 jackyarder might be called a working top
sail, but it is not so called, because it possesses a more definite 
name. 

So with a big topsail. If a vessel has two topsails, a jib
header and another, the bigger one is often spoken of as the 
big topsail. If, however, the big topsail is set with a jackyard, 
it is called a jackyarder, that term being more precise. The 
result of this is that the term big topsail is usually applied to 
a sail as shown in Fig. 5, whether the yard be oblique or 
vertical. For the rest I attempt no explanation of names, but 
giive a bare record. 

The Thames barge's topsail (Fig. g) is of course not prop
erly called a gaff-topsail. The very short yard with which it 
is set is called a headstick. 

The sail sho'wn in Fig. 10 is rare. I have only seen it 
in the four-masted barquentine '' Sound of Jura,'' and do not 
know if it has a special name. In this case a is the topsail 
boom topping lift, b the topsail boom, c the topsail sheet 
working to the cap of the mast next abaft, and d the triatic stay. 
It will be seen that this is not strictly speaking a gaff-topsail 

at all. As far as size goes it compares well with a jackyarder. 
Barques, of course, often have their gaff-topsail in two 
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GAFF-TOPSAILS, 115 

pieces, the lower part being like Fig. J, and the upper part 
serving to complete the normal jib-headed sail as seen in Fig. 
1. But they do not always set both pieces at once. 

Fig. II is, I suspect, a " lash up," though it is occasionally 
seen in coasters. In this, a is a jib-headed trysail, and b a 
topsail sheeted to the end of the boom. 

Figs. 12, 13 and 14 show the ordinary forms of lugger 
topsails. Figs. 12 and 13 are still used by the French; Fig. 14 
is in common use for luggers' mizzen topsails on the South 
and vVest Coasts of England. 

15 16 

The Lateen topsail, or mizzen topsail, as they tried to set 
it in the r6th century, is shown in Fig. 15. It is not clear what 
they did with the sheet; still less is it clear how they steadied 
the foreyard arm. Some think that the sheet was led to the 
yard below, others that it was taken to a small outrigger pro
jecting from the mizzen top. It is fairly certain that this form 
of topsail proved unsatisfactory and was very little used. 

Fig. 16 shows the lateen topsail as set by Bombay dhow
rigged racers at the end of last century. Some account of this 
will be found in R. T. Pritchett's '' Sketches of Shipping and 
Craft" (r8gg), p. 138. 

In conclusion, I wish to add that this list is not complete
if only owing to the limitations of space. There is no reason 
why someone else should not add to it. 
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